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Abstract 

Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and Counter-Terrorism Financing (CTF), analyzing their 

effectiveness in preventing financial crimes and disrupting illicit financial networks. AML and 

CTF regulations have become critical in maintaining global financial integrity, especially as 

organized crime and terrorist organizations increasingly exploit legal and financial loopholes. 

The study delves into the challenges regulators face, including compliance costs, privacy 

concerns, and the adaptability of criminals to circumvent controls. It also explores recent 

innovations, such as the integration of advanced technologies like blockchain, AI, and machine 

learning in identifying suspicious financial activity. 

 

1. Introduction 

The impact of money laundering and terrorism financing on India’s economy and national 

security – Money laundering and terrorism financing have significant negative impacts on 

India's economy and national security. Here are some of the key areas where these activities 

affect the country: 

 

1. Economic Impact: 

• Loss of Government Revenue: Money laundering erodes the tax base as illicit income 

is not reported to the authorities. This reduces government revenue and affects public 

services such as infrastructure, health, and education. 

• Distortion of Financial Markets: Money laundering leads to inflows of illicit funds that 

distort asset prices and currency values. This impacts legitimate businesses by 

artificially inflating prices in real estate, stock markets, or other sectors. 

• Undermining Financial Institutions: The involvement of illegal funds in the banking 
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system reduces the credibility of financial institutions. Banks that fail to detect or 

ignore money laundering can face heavy fines, sanctions, or even collapse, leading to 

a loss of public trust. 

• Increased Inflation and Unfair Competition: Dirty money circulating in the economy 

can drive inflation, as the spending of laundered funds distorts normal market demand. 

Legitimate businesses also face unfair competition from money launderers who often 

have access to cheap, illegal capital. 

 

2. National Security Impact: 

• Funding for Terrorism: Money laundering often serves as a conduit for terrorism 

financing. In India, terrorist organizations have used laundered money to fund 

activities that destabilize regions, particularly in Jammu & Kashmir, the North-East, 

and in areas affected by Maoist insurgency. These funds are used for recruiting 

militants, purchasing arms, and planning attacks. 

• Threat to Political Stability: Money laundering and terrorism financing can infiltrate 

political systems through corruption and bribery. Organized crime syndicates and 

terrorist networks often seek to influence politicians and law enforcement agencies, 

leading to weakened governance and the erosion of democratic institutions. 

• Internal Security Challenges: Laundered funds can support activities that foster 

communal tensions and insurgencies. Organized criminal groups often use these funds 

to fuel illegal activities like drug trafficking, arms smuggling, and human trafficking, 

posing direct threats to law enforcement and national security. 

 

3. International Relations and Diplomatic Pressure: 

• Damage to International Reputation: Involvement in global money laundering or 

terrorism financing operations can damage India's reputation in the international 

community. This could lead to increased scrutiny by global regulatory bodies like the 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and may result in sanctions or blacklisting. 

• Strain on Trade Relations: Countries that are seen as hubs for money laundering and 

terrorism financing face challenges in forming or maintaining strong trade relations. 

International financial institutions may impose stricter conditions, and global 

companies might be reluctant to invest in economies where illicit financial activities 

are prevalent. 
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4. Countermeasures and Challenges: 

• Legal and Regulatory Measures: India has enacted various laws to combat money 

laundering and terrorism financing, such as the Prevention of Money Laundering Act 

(PMLA) and Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA). However, enforcement 

remains a challenge due to the sophistication of laundering networks and cross-border 

operations. 

• Role of Financial Intelligence Units: Financial Intelligence Unit-India (FIU-IND) 

plays a crucial role in detecting suspicious transactions and collaborating with 

international agencies to prevent financial crimes. Despite these efforts, effective 

monitoring and implementation are hindered by resource limitations and corruption. 

• Technological Challenges: With advances in technology, criminals use sophisticated 

methods like cryptocurrency transactions and shell companies to launder money, 

making it harder for authorities to track illicit flows. 

 

1.2 Scope of the Study: Importance of addressing AML and CTF within India. 

1. Economic Integrity and Stability 

India’s growing economy, with its vast and complex financial system, is particularly 

vulnerable to money laundering (ML) activities. The study will investigate: 

• Impact on Financial Institutions: The role of illicit funds in destabilizing banks and 

other financial entities. ML poses risks of reputational damage, liquidity issues, and 

regulatory non-compliance, which can severely affect economic stability. 

• Effect on Investment and Growth: Understanding how unchecked ML hampers 

domestic and foreign investments, undermines investor confidence, and reduces 

economic growth. 

• Tax Evasion and Revenue Loss: Examining the loss of government revenue through 

tax evasion by launderers, resulting in reduced public spending on essential services 

such as healthcare, infrastructure, and education. 

 

2. National Security Threats 

India has faced significant terrorism threats both domestically and internationally. 

Terrorist financing (TF) is often supported through money laundering channels. The study 

will focus on: 

• Funding of Terrorist Groups: Identifying how laundered funds are funneled into 

terrorist organizations, with a focus on regions such as Jammu & Kashmir, the North-
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East, and Naxalite areas. This includes the impact of cross-border financing networks. 

• Link between Organized Crime and Terrorism: Exploring the nexus between 

organized crime syndicates and terrorist groups that exploit laundering mechanisms 

for arms smuggling, drug trafficking, and human trafficking. 

• Internal Security and Insurgencies: Analyzing how weak AML/CTF measures allow 

funds to fuel insurgencies and destabilize internal law and order, particularly in 

conflict- prone regions. 

 

3. Compliance with Global Standards 

India is a key player in the global economy and is under pressure to comply with 

international regulations on AML/CTF. The study will assess: 

• International Regulations and FATF Compliance: India’s alignment with the Financial 

Action Task Force (FATF) recommendations, which are the global benchmark for 

AML/CTF regulations. This includes evaluating the effectiveness of India’s response 

to FATF assessments. 

• Cross-Border Cooperation: India’s collaboration with international law enforcement 

agencies and financial intelligence units (FIUs) to combat global money laundering 

and terrorist financing networks. 

• Impact on International Trade and Investments: How non-compliance with AML/CTF 

norms could affect India’s trade relations, access to international financial markets, 

and bilateral investments. 

 

4. Legal and Regulatory Framework 

India has several laws and institutions in place to combat AML/CTF, but challenges 

in enforcement and regulation persist. The study will review: 

• Effectiveness of Current Laws: Assessing the effectiveness of key legislation like the 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) and the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act (UAPA). 

• Gaps in Regulatory Frameworks: Identifying loopholes, lack of resources, and 

corruption within regulatory bodies that hinder the enforcement of AML/CTF laws. 

• Role of Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU-IND): Examining the capacity of FIU-IND 

to monitor, analyze, and report suspicious financial transactions, and the challenges it 

faces in ensuring compliance across a decentralized banking system. 
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5. Technological Challenges and Opportunities 

The evolving nature of money laundering and terrorism financing is influenced by technology. 

The study will explore: 

• Use of Cryptocurrencies and Digital Platforms: How modern technologies like 

cryptocurrency, digital wallets, and fintech innovations are exploited for laundering 

and financing terrorism, and the challenges these pose to law enforcement. 

• Technological Solutions for AML/CTF: Opportunities for using advanced data 

analytics, artificial intelligence, and blockchain technologies to detect and prevent 

suspicious transactions, with a focus on enhancing transparency and traceability. 

 

6. Socio-Political Implications 

Addressing AML/CTF has broad implications for India’s social and political landscape. The 

study will cover: 

• Impact on Corruption and Governance: How weak AML/CTF frameworks contribute 

to corruption, political instability, and the weakening of democratic institutions by 

allowing illicit funds to influence governance. 

• Public Perception and Trust: The importance of strengthening public trust in the 

financial system by demonstrating the government’s commitment to eradicating 

ML/TF activities1. 

 

1.3 Research Questions: 

Q.1: What are the primary challenges and weaknesses in India’s current AML and CTF 

frameworks? 

Q.2: How do money laundering and terrorist financing activities impact India’s economy, 

national security, and governance? 

Q.3: How effectively is India complying with international AML/CTF regulations, particularly 

the recommendations of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)? 

Q.4: What role do financial institutions, law enforcement agencies, and regulatory bodies play 

in preventing and detecting money laundering and terrorist financing in India? 

Q.5: How are new technologies, such as cryptocurrency and digital platforms, influencing 

money laundering and terrorist financing activities in India, and what measures can be 

adopted to counter these trends? 

                                                      
1 Importance of Anti-Money Laundering measures and effective key features in India - ICAI Knowledge Bank 

available at https://kb.icai.org/pdfs/PDFFile5b28c97d06d877.47667992.pdf last seen on 10/09/2024. 
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Q.6: What steps can be taken to strengthen India’s AML/CTF legal, regulatory, and 

enforcement mechanisms to meet both domestic and international obligations? 

 

2. Research Objectives 

• To critically examine the existing legal, regulatory, and institutional frameworks that 

address AML and CTF in India, focusing on their efficiency, enforcement, and 

coverage. 

• To identify gaps and limitations in India’s efforts to combat money laundering and 

terrorist financing. 

• To analyze the impact of money laundering and terrorist financing on India’s 

economy, financial markets, and political stability. 

• To examine how AML/CTF failures exacerbate security threats, including 

insurgencies, terrorism, and organized crime, within India. 

• To evaluate India’s compliance with international AML/CTF regulations, particularly 

the FATF recommendations, and assess its status in global AML/CTF rankings. 

• To analyze the outcomes of FATF reviews and any subsequent reforms or challenges 

faced by India in maintaining international AML/CTF compliance. 

• To explore the influence of modern technologies such as cryptocurrency, fintech 

platforms, and blockchain in facilitating money laundering and terrorist financing 

activities. 

• To identify technological solutions, such as advanced data analytics, artificial 

intelligence (AI), and digital forensics, that can enhance detection and prevention 

efforts. 

 

2. Indian AML/CTF Legal Framework 

2.1 Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002: Main features and 

amendments. 

The Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002 is a key legislative framework in 

India designed to combat money laundering and curb the use of illicit funds for criminal 

activities, including terrorism. Its primary objective is to prevent money laundering, confiscate 

property derived from illegal sources, and ensure compliance with international anti-money 

laundering (AML) standards. 
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Main Features of PMLA, 2002: 

1. Definition of Money Laundering 

• Money Laundering is defined as the process of converting or transferring the proceeds 

of crime to make them appear legitimate. Under PMLA, a person is guilty of money 

laundering if they are directly or indirectly involved in the concealment, acquisition, 

possession, use, or transfer of proceeds of crime. 

 

2. Predicate Offences 

• Money laundering charges under the PMLA can only be applied if the offense is 

related to a predicate offense (also known as a scheduled offense). Predicate offenses 

include crimes such as corruption, drug trafficking, tax evasion, human trafficking, 

fraud, and terrorism. The list of offenses is laid out in the schedule attached to the Act. 

 

3. Attachment of Property 

• PMLA provides for the attachment of property involved in money laundering. If it is 

established that any property has been obtained from the proceeds of crime, authorities 

can attach or seize such property. 

• Properties of individuals accused of money laundering can be provisionally attached 

for up to 180 days, with provisions for extension under certain circumstances. 

 

4. Reporting Obligations 

• Financial Institutions, Banks, and other intermediaries such as insurance companies, 

stock brokers, etc., are required to maintain records of all transactions. They are also 

obliged to report suspicious transactions to the Financial Intelligence Unit-India (FIU- 

IND), the central agency responsible for investigating and collecting intelligence 

related to financial crimes. 

• Failure to comply with these reporting requirements can lead to penalties and punitive 

actions. 

 

5. Role of Enforcement Directorate (ED) 

• The Enforcement Directorate (ED) is the key investigative agency tasked with 

enforcing the PMLA. It investigates offenses, gathers evidence, and confiscates 

properties involved in money laundering activities. 
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6. Punishment and Penalties 

• Any person found guilty of money laundering under the PMLA is subject to 

imprisonment ranging from three to seven years, and may extend to 10 years in cases 

involving offenses related to the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act 

(NDPS), 1985. 

• Fines can also be imposed, in addition to confiscation of the laundered money or 

assets involved. 

 

7. Adjudicating Authorities and Appellate Tribunal 

• Adjudicating Authorities are responsible for determining whether the 

properties in question are involved in money laundering activities. 

• An Appellate Tribunal is available to hear appeals against the orders of the 

Adjudicating Authority or the Enforcement Directorate. 

• Further appeals can be made to higher courts, including High Courts and the 

Supreme Court. 

 

Major Amendments to the PMLA: 

Over the years, the PMLA has been amended several times to strengthen its scope 

and effectiveness in combating money laundering activities. Some key amendments are as 

follows: 

 

1. PMLA (Amendment) Act, 2005 

• Widening the Definition of Money Laundering: The definition of money laundering 

was broadened to cover not just those directly handling proceeds of crime but also 

individuals who may be indirectly involved in related activities. 

 

2. PMLA (Amendment) Act, 2009 

• Increased Punishment: This amendment increased the punishment for money 

laundering offenses to a maximum of 10 years. 

• Expansion of Predicate Offenses: Several new offenses were added to the list of 

scheduled crimes that could trigger money laundering investigations. This includes 

offenses related to human trafficking, insider trading, and organized crime. 

• Search and Seizure Powers: The amendment gave the Enforcement Directorate 

enhanced powers to conduct searches and seizures of property involved in money 
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laundering without requiring prior approval from adjudicating authorities in urgent 

cases. 

• Attachment of Property Without Charges: Authorities were empowered to 

provisionally attach property even before charges are formally filed, increasing the 

efficiency of investigation processes. 

 

3. PMLA (Amendment) Act, 2012 

• Inclusion of New Financial Entities: This amendment expanded the scope of the Act 

to cover entities such as cooperative banks, chit funds, and non-banking financial 

companies (NBFCs) under its reporting obligations. 

• Cross-Border Investigations: The amendment enabled the sharing of information with 

foreign governments and allowed Indian authorities to request information from 

international jurisdictions for cross-border money laundering investigations. 

 

4. PMLA (Amendment) Act, 2015 

• Integration with FATCA: The amendment aligned Indian AML regulations with 

international standards, particularly those outlined in the Foreign Account Tax 

Compliance Act (FATCA), which deals with the reporting of overseas financial 

accounts. 

• Streamlining of Procedures: Simplified the procedures for the provisional attachment 

of property and prosecution of money laundering offenses. 

 

5. PMLA (Amendment) Act, 2019 

• Enhancement of ED Powers: The 2019 amendment significantly enhanced the 

Enforcement Directorate’s investigative powers, giving it the authority to arrest 

suspects without a warrant in certain circumstances. 

• Broadening the Scope of “Proceeds of Crime”: The definition of "proceeds of crime" 

was broadened to include not only money directly generated from a crime but also any 

property that may have been “derived” or “obtained” from such proceeds. This allows 

the ED to go after indirect assets and investments made with illegal money. 

• Offenses Under the Companies Act, 2013: The amendment included offenses under 

the Companies Act, 2013 (such as fraud) as predicate offenses, further expanding the 

scope of the Act. 

• Declaratory and Retrospective Provisions: Certain provisions, particularly those 
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related to procedural aspects, were made retrospective to give authorities greater 

flexibility in investigations and prosecutions. 

 

6. Key Judicial Interpretations 

• Supreme Court Ruling (2022): The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity 

of key PMLA provisions, including the ED's powers of arrest and attachment of 

property. However, the court emphasized the need for strict procedural compliance to 

ensure that individuals’ fundamental rights are protected2. 

 

3.Institutional Framework for AML/CTF in India 

3.1 Reserve Bank of India (RBI): Guidelines on AML/CTF for banks and financial 

institutions. 

Main Components of RBI Guidelines on AML/CTF for Banks and Financial Institutions 

 

1. Know Your Customer (KYC) Norms 

The foundation of AML/CTF efforts is KYC, which requires banks and financial institutions 

to establish the identity of their customers. The key KYC guidelines include: 

• Customer Identification Process (CIP): Banks must verify customer identity before 

establishing a business relationship, performing financial transactions, or providing 

any services. This includes obtaining identity documents such as PAN cards, Aadhaar 

cards, voter ID cards, or passports. 

• KYC for Different Types of Accounts: Specific KYC requirements vary depending on 

the nature of the account (savings, current, business, etc.) and the type of customer 

(individual, corporate, trust, partnership, etc.). 

• Risk-Based KYC: RBI recommends that banks adopt a risk-based approach to KYC, 

where higher due diligence is applied to high-risk customers, sectors, or regions. 

Customers with minimal risk may have simplified KYC processes. 

 

2. Customer Due Diligence (CDD) 

RBI mandates banks to carry out thorough Customer Due Diligence (CDD) to prevent 

money laundering and terrorist financing. The components of CDD include: 

                                                      
2 Anti-Money Laundering Laws and Regulations in India 2024, ICLG.com available at https://iclg.com/practice- 

areas/anti-money-laundering-laws-and-regulations/india last seen on 12/09/2024 
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• Identification and Verification: Banks must identify the customer, beneficial owner, 

and nature of business activities. They must also verify the identity and obtain 

information about the sources of funds. 

• Enhanced Due Diligence (EDD): For high-risk customers or transactions, enhanced 

due diligence is required. This could involve additional documentation, continuous 

monitoring, and scrutiny of financial behavior. 

o High-risk categories include politically exposed persons (PEPs), non-resident 

accounts, accounts of foreign nationals, and cross-border transactions. 

 

3. Suspicious Transaction Reporting (STR) 

Banks are required to monitor, detect, and report suspicious transactions to the 

Financial Intelligence Unit-India (FIU-IND). The key aspects of STR reporting include: 

• Types of Suspicious Transactions: Suspicious transactions may include large cash 

deposits, frequent or unusual transfers, high-value international transactions without 

clear purposes, or patterns inconsistent with the customer’s financial profile. 

• Threshold for Reporting: Banks must report suspicious transactions regardless of the 

amount involved. There is no specific monetary threshold for reporting suspicious 

activities. 

• Timely Reporting: Suspicious transactions must be reported to the FIU-IND as soon 

as possible but no later than seven days from when the suspicious activity is detected. 

 

4. Record-Keeping and Retention of Records 

• Retention Period: Banks and financial institutions are required to maintain records of 

transactions (both domestic and international) for at least five years from the date of 

the transaction or the date of the account closure. 

• Transaction Records: Detailed records must include the origin, nature, and amount of 

the transaction, the identities of parties involved, and the purpose of the transaction. 

• KYC Records: KYC and account opening documents must also be retained for at least 

five years after the customer relationship ends. 

 

5. Cross-Border Transactions 

• Monitoring Cross-Border Payments: RBI emphasizes stricter monitoring of cross-

border payments, especially remittances to countries classified as high-risk by FATF. 

• Reporting of Large Transactions: Banks are required to report all cross-border 
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transactions exceeding the prescribed threshold to FIU-IND. They must also maintain 

records of wire transfers and large foreign currency deposits. 

 

4.  Challenges in Implementing AML/CTF in India 

4.1 Regulatory Gaps: Issues such as inadequate enforcement and jurisdictional challenges. 

Impact of Economic Reforms: How demonetization, Goods and Services Tax (GST), and other 

reforms have influenced AML/CTF efforts. 

-- While India has made significant strides in enhancing its Anti-Money Laundering (AML) 

and Counter-Terrorism Financing (CTF) frameworks, certain regulatory gaps and challenges 

hinder the effectiveness of enforcement. Some of the key issues include: 

 

A. Inadequate Enforcement 

• Lack of Inter-Agency Coordination: Despite the establishment of multiple 

enforcement and regulatory bodies, such as the Enforcement Directorate (ED), the 

Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU-IND), and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the 

coordination between these agencies often remains weak. This results in delays in 

investigating money laundering and terrorism financing cases, and inadequate 

information sharing across agencies. 

• Underutilization of Financial Intelligence: While FIU-IND is responsible for 

collecting and analyzing financial intelligence, its reports are often not acted upon by 

law enforcement agencies. This gap between data collection and actionable 

intelligence leads to missed opportunities for identifying money laundering and 

terrorism financing networks. 

• Limited Prosecution and Conviction Rates: Despite a legal framework through the 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002, conviction rates for money 

laundering remain low. Enforcement agencies often struggle with the complexity of 

financial crimes, resource limitations, and legal hurdles in prosecuting high-profile 

cases. 

 

B. Jurisdictional Challenges 

• Cross-Border Crimes and Lack of Cooperation: Many money laundering activities 

involve cross-border transactions, making it difficult for Indian law enforcement 

agencies to gather evidence and pursue investigations internationally. The lack of 

robust mutual legal assistance treaties (MLATs) and cooperation from foreign 
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jurisdictions hampers efforts to track and recover illicit funds. 

• Offshore Financial Centers and Tax Havens: The use of offshore accounts and tax 

havens poses a significant jurisdictional challenge. Financial institutions in these 

countries often operate under opaque regulatory regimes, making it difficult to trace 

the origins of funds or establish beneficial ownership. 

• Regulatory Arbitrage: Different sectors of the economy, such as real estate, non-

banking financial companies (NBFCs), and informal lending channels, operate with 

varying levels of regulatory oversight. This regulatory arbitrage allows money 

launderers to exploit less regulated sectors, creating vulnerabilities within the overall 

system. 

 

C. Challenges in Regulating Emerging Technologies 

• Cryptocurrency and Blockchain: The increasing use of cryptocurrencies and 

blockchain technology has created new avenues for money laundering and terrorism 

financing. India’s regulatory response to cryptocurrencies has been inconsistent, and 

the absence of clear legislation creates a grey area in detecting illicit financial activities 

through digital currencies. 

• Digital Payment Systems: The rise of digital payment platforms and fintech companies 

presents challenges in AML/CTF compliance. Many of these new entrants may not 

have the same robust anti-money laundering procedures as traditional banks, making 

it easier for bad actors to launder money through digital platforms. 

 

D. Informal Economy and Hawala Networks 

• Hawala System: The traditional, informal hawala system, which operates outside of 

formal banking channels, continues to be a significant conduit for money laundering 

and terrorism financing. Despite government efforts, hawala remains difficult to 

regulate due to its decentralized and secretive nature. 

• Unregulated Sectors: Certain sectors, such as real estate, gold trading, and high-value 

luxury goods, remain vulnerable to money laundering activities due to inadequate 

regulatory oversight. The lack of formal record-keeping and weak enforcement in 

these sectors further exacerbates the problem. 

 

2. Impact of Economic Reforms on AML/CTF Efforts: 

Recent economic reforms such as demonetization, the implementation of the Goods and 
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Services Tax (GST), and other financial initiatives have had varying impacts on India’s efforts 

to combat money laundering and terrorism financing. 

 

A. Demonetization (2016)  

Demonetization, the government’s decision to invalidate the legal tender status of INR 500 and 

INR 1,000 currency notes, aimed to tackle black money, counterfeit currency, and the financing 

of terrorism. Its impact on AML/CTF efforts includes: 

• Short-Term Disruption of Illicit Activities: In the immediate aftermath of 

demonetization, money launderers and terror financiers faced significant challenges in 

converting large volumes of illicit cash. The sudden withdrawal of high-denomination 

notes led to a temporary halt in certain illegal financial activities. 

• Increased Reporting of Suspicious Transactions: Banks saw a spike in deposits of large 

sums of cash during demonetization, prompting an increase in suspicious transaction 

reports (STRs) to FIU-IND. This helped authorities trace potential money laundering 

activities, though enforcement remained limited. 

• Shift to Non-Cash Modes: While demonetization may have disrupted cash-based 

money laundering, it led to a shift toward non-cash methods of laundering, such as 

electronic transfers, gold purchases, and real estate transactions. 

• Limited Long-Term Impact: Despite its short-term impact, demonetization did not 

significantly alter the structural factors that enable money laundering in India. The 

informal economy rebounded after the reform, and the effectiveness of demonetization 

in permanently reducing black money remains debatable. 

 

B. Goods and Services Tax (GST) (2017) 

The introduction of the GST as a unified tax system across India aimed to simplify 

tax administration and reduce tax evasion. Its impact on AML/CTF efforts includes: 

• Increased Transparency in Business Transactions: GST has improved the transparency 

of financial transactions in the business sector by requiring businesses to register and 

file tax returns on a regular basis. This has made it more difficult to launder money 

through fictitious or fraudulent businesses, as all businesses are subject to greater 

scrutiny. 

• Reduction in Informal Sector Transactions: By formalizing more sectors of the 

economy and bringing businesses into the tax net, GST has reduced the scope for 

money laundering through informal sector transactions. Entities that were previously 
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under the radar are now more visible to tax authorities. 

• Challenges in Implementation: While GST has brought more businesses into the 

formal economy, it has also created challenges for small businesses, leading some to 

evade the system by operating in the informal sector. This can still facilitate money 

laundering activities. 

 

C. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016 

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) aims to streamline insolvency proceedings 

and bring transparency to the corporate sector. Its influence on AML/CTF includes: 

• Reduction of Shell Companies: The IBC has helped curb the misuse of shell 

companies as vehicles for money laundering by identifying and winding up fraudulent 

businesses. The tightening of corporate governance under the IBC has also made it 

more difficult for businesses to conceal illicit funds. 

• Asset Recovery: The IBC’s focus on resolving insolvency cases has improved the legal 

framework for asset recovery. This is important for AML efforts as it allows 

authorities to track and confiscate assets involved in money laundering. 

 

D. Digital Payment Reforms and Fintech Growth 

• Unified Payments Interface (UPI): The rapid adoption of UPI and other digital 

payment platforms has reduced cash-based transactions, making it more difficult for 

individuals to launder money through large cash holdings. 

• E-KYC Initiatives: The promotion of e-KYC (electronic Know Your Customer) 

procedures has enhanced customer identification and due diligence efforts across 

digital platforms. The integration of Aadhaar, India’s biometric ID system, with 

banking and fintech services has further streamlined AML/CTF compliance. 

• Regulatory Oversight: While digital payments have improved transparency, they have 

also introduced new challenges in AML/CTF oversight. Regulators need to ensure that 

fintech companies and digital payment platforms adhere to the same AML/CTF 

guidelines as traditional financial institutions. 

 

E. Impact of International Economic Pressures 

• FATF Compliance: Economic reforms have helped India improve its compliance with 

FATF standards. By integrating AML/CTF measures into broader financial reforms, 

India has strengthened its global standing in fighting financial crime. 
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• International Sanctions and Terrorism Financing: The integration of sanctions against 

countries and entities involved in terrorism financing has enhanced India’s efforts to 

detect and prevent cross-border terrorist financing, especially by aligning with FATF 

recommendations. 

 

5. Case Studies on AML/CTF in India 

5.1 Vijay Mallya Case: Investigation into money laundering through financial institutions. 

The Vijay Mallya case is one of India's most prominent examples of financial fraud and money 

laundering involving high-profile business figures and financial institutions. Vijay Mallya, an 

Indian businessman and former Member of Parliament, was the owner of Kingfisher Airlines 

and the chairman of the United Breweries Group. He fled India in 2016 after defaulting on 

loans worth nearly ₹9,000 crore (approximately $1.2 billion) borrowed from a consortium of 

Indian banks. The case has exposed significant regulatory weaknesses, gaps in the oversight of 

financial institutions, and vulnerabilities in India’s Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and 

Counter- Terrorism Financing (CTF) framework. 

 

Key Issues in the Vijay Mallya Case 

1. Fraudulent Loans and Misuse of Bank Funds 

Mallya and his companies, especially Kingfisher Airlines, borrowed large sums of money from 

a consortium of Indian banks led by State Bank of India (SBI). The allegations against Mallya 

include: 

• Misrepresentation and False Documentation: Mallya allegedly secured loans by 

providing false and inflated financial documents regarding Kingfisher Airlines' 

financial health. The company was already struggling and deeply in debt when it 

received the loans. 

• Diversion of Funds: Investigations revealed that Mallya diverted large portions of the 

loaned money to offshore accounts and shell companies, which were either in his name 

or controlled by his associates. This involved money laundering activities across 

multiple jurisdictions, making it harder for Indian authorities to trace and recover the 

funds. 

• Overvaluation of Collateral: The loans were backed by insufficient or overvalued 

collateral, and many of the assets presented to the banks were of much lower value 

than claimed, which contributed to the banks’ massive losses. 
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2. Involvement of Financial Institutions 

The case highlighted systemic lapses in the banking sector, including: 

• Inadequate Due Diligence by Banks: Banks were accused of not conducting proper 

due diligence before disbursing loans. Despite Mallya's companies being in financial 

distress, loans continued to be disbursed to Kingfisher Airlines. 

• Weak Internal Controls: Financial institutions were unable to detect or prevent the 

diversion of funds to offshore accounts. The lax monitoring of how the loans were 

used post-disbursement allowed Mallya to misuse the funds. 

• Banking Consortium’s Failure: A group of 17 banks, led by SBI, lent huge sums of 

money to Kingfisher Airlines, and the collective inability to recover the loans has 

raised questions about the effectiveness of oversight mechanisms within India's 

banking sector. 

 

6. Conclusion 

The research on Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and Counter-Terrorism Financing (CTF) in 

India reveals that while significant strides have been made to combat financial crimes, critical 

gaps remain that require immediate attention. The rise of sophisticated money laundering 

techniques and terrorism financing methods, especially with the increased use of digital 

platforms and cryptocurrencies, poses substantial challenges to India's economic integrity and 

national security. 

 

To strengthen India's AML/CTF regime, a multi-faceted approach is essential. This includes: 

1. Tightening regulatory enforcement through better coordination between financial 

institutions, regulatory agencies, and law enforcement bodies. 

2. Adopting emerging technologies like Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning 

(ML), and Blockchain to improve the efficiency of detecting and preventing financial 

crimes. 

3. Enhancing international cooperation, especially in cases involving cross-border 

money laundering and terrorist financing networks. 

4. Improving due diligence and risk monitoring within financial institutions, ensuring 

that customer data and transactions are scrutinized effectively to prevent exploitation 

by bad actors. 
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